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GENERAL STATISTICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


Area: Land 

Number of Parishes 

Rateable Value (31.3.71) .. 

Sum represented by a penny rate 
Number of inhabited houses (31.3.71) 


Estimated mid year Home Population (1970) 


Census Population 1961 


111,692 Acres 
ee 53 
.» £1,956,735 
£19,633 
19,194 
52,300 
44,576 


The District is of a mixed urban and rural nature with the villages near Cambridge acting largely as 


a dormitory area for the City. 


Birth Rate L721 
(Corrected) 16.1 
Death Rate 11.2 
(Corrected) 9:7 
Infant Mortality 
Rate 17.0 
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To the Chairman and Members of the 
Chesterton Rural District Council 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I have the honour to present my report for the year 1970, prepared in accordance with Ministry of 
Health Circular 1/71 dated 1 January, 1971. 


Vital Statistics 
The population according to the census of 1961 was 44,576. The estimated mid-year population 
for 1970 was 52,300, an increase of 260 over 1969. The birth rate at 17.1 per thousand estimated 
population, compared favourably with that for England and Wales. The death rate was 11.2 per 
thousand estimated population. 
The following table lists the commonest causes of death in the district. 


Cause of Death Number of Persons 
Ischaemic Heart Disease... 33 ap }. 109 
Pneumonia... ee ns - eg? we 94 
Cerebrovascular Accidents .. it ee M 79 
Cancer (except lung and bronchus) ~ #3 78 
Cancer of the lungs and bronchus .. 2 os 26 
Accidents LL : a8 ys SP Ba 25 
Bronchitis L “IE Sie ee - te 24 


The age at which death occurred from ischaemic heart disease was, in one instance, in the 35-44 
years range, and in two instances in the 45-54 years range. Four deaths from cancer of the lungs and 
bronchus occurred in persons below the age of 55 years. Deaths of infants and young children were 
due to accidents in two cases. 

The infant mortality rate was 17. Of the eight infants who died under four weeks of age, five were 
caused by birth injury and one was due to a congenital abnormality. One “‘ cot death”’ occurred. 

For your information, I include the following table which compares certain statistics of 50 years 
ago with those of 1970. 


1920 1970 
Estimated population 23,356 52,300 
Birth Rate 20.4 Wl 
Death Rate 10.9 2 
Infant Mortality Rate 56 17 
Deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis 13 | 
Deaths from Cancer 16.3% 17.8% 


Infectious Disease 


Infective Hepatitis was again in evidence throughout the year. Sporadic, mainly isolated, outbreaks 
occurred, again mostly in the parishes to the north and north-west of the district. An outbreak of 
this disease also occurred towards the end of the year in a subnormality hospital; always a most 
difficult environment in which to prevent the spread of gastro-intestinal infections. Despite the 
widespread use of gamma-globulin as a prophylactic measure, the infection smouldered on into the 
early months of 1971, and only when the establishment was ‘‘ quarantined ’’ did the spread of the 
infection subside. 

Most of the cases of food poisoning were sporadic. These cases are always difficult to analyse. 
It may be that some cases could be “‘ stragglers ’’ from an undetected family outbreak. The wide- 
spread use of pre-packed foods may have engendered a false sense of security about the need for 
careful storage and handling of such substances, but it should be remembered that they require just as 
careful handling in the home and kitchen as do the more conventional foodstuffs. The detection of 
the source of these infections is often hampered by delay in notifying the medical officer of health of 
persons who are suspected to be suffering from the disease. 
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The availability of measles vaccine and the biennial trend were probably responsible for the drop 
in the number of cases of measles (124) in 1970. 

Fourteen cases of dysentery were notified. A further 10 cases came to our notice from other sources, 
mainly as a result of follow-up investigations by your Public Health Inspectors. Six family outbreaks 
occurred, and in one family five members were affected. 

Five new cases of tuberculosis were notified in 1970. Four were respiratory and, as far as is known, 
none of the cases was connected. There are presently 54 persons on the register receiving regular 
supervision from the physicians at the Chest Clinic. 

Notifications of scarlet fever (29) were about the same as in recent years. Whooping Cough was 
not prevalent. 


Environmental Circumstances 


Two dwellings were completed by the local authority during 1970, bringing the total number of 
dwellings constructed since 1946 to 2,534. Only 135 properties remain to be dealt with under slum 
clearance. The Chief Public Health Inspector gives, in the body of the report, a most comprehensive 
analysis of the housing situation in the district. 

The Cambridge Water Company is responsible for the water supply in the district. The company 
caters for a population of 215,000 persons. An additional borehole at Fleam Dyke will augment the 
yield of the main station. The supply has, throughout the year, been sufficient and wholesome. The 
possibility of fluoridation seems a little nearer than it was last year. 

The department continued to supervise the level of chlorine in the various school swimming pools 
throughout the district. Some measure of uniformity over the county as a whole was achieved. 
Two new pools were constructed during the year. Heating facilities were provided in one of these, 
and also in three of the existing pools. 

Refuse collection by means of polythene sacks, introduced last year, has the unwavering support 
of both householders and operatives, although the plastic material is proving a slight problem at the 
refuse pulverisation plant. 

The year 1970 was European Conservation Year. Some major problems were highlighted including 
the problem of pollution in its many and varied guises. A significant opinion poll showed that 
** British public opinion is ahead of the British government in taking pollution seriously’. Over- 
crowding, overpopulation, hunger and disease, dirt, noise and chemical pollution rank highest in the 
lists of the unwanted features of life. 

Pollution in another form was again brought to the notice of the British public. ‘* These cigarettes 
can harm your health. Cigarettes are known to cause lung cancer, bronchitis and heart disease ”’. 
At the time of writing, the honourable member who proposed this inscription on cigarette packets, 
has talked out his Bill, but the Minister responsible has agreed that a less formidable warning should 
be put on cigarette packets. 

Something like 40% of the deaths in your district have some relationship with cigarette smoking. 
A report to the Twenty Third World Health Assembly makes several points which are worth repeating. 
On the economic aspect of smoking it states that whether disability is measured by working days lost, 
by days spent ill in bed, or by days of restricted activity due to illness or injury, the rates are higher in 
smokers than in non-smokers. 

Attempts to influence smokers to give up the habit have had only limited success. This is not 
surprising. We live in an environment which is constantly bombarding us with the impression that 
smoking is the thing to do, that it helps one to make friends, that it soothes frayed nerves. In any 
future attempt to persuade people to give up smoking, we must destroy the exalted position that 
cigarettes and cigarette smoking enjoy in our society. 

My thanks are due to the Chairman of the Council and the Chairman and members of the Public 
Health Committee. They have continued to show a great deal of interest in the work of the depart- 
ment and have been sympathetic to any suggestions made by the officers. To Mr. Newman and Mr. 
Addison and the District Public Health Inspectors, I would record my sincere thanks for the efficient 
way in which they carry out the volume of work which passes through the Department. 


JAMES MURDOCH 
Medical Officer of Health 


VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 


(The mid-year home population is used for the statistical calculations) 


Live Births Male Female 
Legitimate .. $e be “3 es os Pde 442 420 
Illegitimate .. Re ay is ss ee, ee 15 16 

Yotals _.. he i a wt 457 436 


Birth rate per thousand estimated population 
Birth rate corrected by comparability factor (0. 94) . 3 
Birth rate per thousand population (England and Wales) A 


Still Births Male Female 
Legitimate ; 3 3 
Illegitimate .. 1 — 

Totals 4 3 


Rate per thousand live and still births 
Rate per thousand live and still births (England and Wales) 


Male Female 
Deaths... - - ae 290 299 
Death rate per Aeusand estimated popaictiva 
Death rate corrected by comparability factor (0.87) .. 
Death rate per thousand population (England and Wales) 
Infant Mortality. Deaths of infants under one year of age. 
Male Female 
Legitimate .. x ee a oe - 7 (4) 6 (3) 
Illegitimate .. ‘. = x. ie a ae -(-) 2 (-) 
motals :... ss = ws as oa A. T (4) 8 (3) 


(Deaths of infants under four weeks of age are shown in brackets.) 


Infant Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under one year per thousand live births) 

Infant Mortality Rate. (England and Wales) : 

Neonatal Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under four weeks per thousand live births) . 

Early Neonatal Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under one week per thousand live births) 

Perinatal Mortality Rate. (Stillbirths and deaths under one week combined per thousand 
live and still births) a be se 

Legitimate Infant mortality rate per thousand legitimate live births 

Illegitimate Infant mortality rate per thousand illegitimate live births 

Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births 

Maternal Deaths. (Deaths ascribed to pregnancy, childbirth and abortion) 

Maternal mortality rate per thousand live and still births .. : 

Deaths from cancer (all ages) . ; 

Deaths from tuberculosis (all ages) 

Deaths from pneumonia 

Deaths from Ischaemic Heart Disease 


CERTAIN COMPARATIVE RATES 
1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 


*Birth Rate 18:6. 18.5°°18.2) 201 18:7 18.2 °17.0°°17.3 9S Gi 
*Death Rate It 105° 10:1 1f8.3°°"10.2 9.8 10:3 10:3" tie 
Infant Mortality Rate 20.7143. 7.0 12.5, 12.0. 11.1 TAA 13315 2 ee 


(IZ) G2) ~@ G2) dl) 0) @2) @) Ge 


*These rates are uncorrected. The figures in brackets are the number of infant deaths in each year. 


TABLE CLASSIFYING DEATHS UNDER AGE GROUPS 


Ages Male Female Total 
Under 4 weeks - es gs ea bak 5 5 8 
4 weeks and under 1 ap ote ae Mig 3 5 8 
1 and under 5 he: has ss ~ ae — — — 
5Sandunder15 .. 33 x 4 Py 4 1 5 
15 and under 25 .. of oy se asi 13 4 17 
25 and under35 .. f. X94 S45 es 1 1 2: 
35 and under 45... i. oe, ore x. 2 3 5 
45 and under 55 .. ie = ae we 22 13 35 
55 and under 65 .. 43 ae An i, 47 40 87 
65 and under 75 .. - ~ je in 78 55 133 
75 and over iy a “0 ne: ni: 115 174 289 
Totals a ae “ be aM 290 299 589 


GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA 


Medical Officer of Health 


The appointment of Medical Officer of Health for Chesterton Rural District Council and South 
Cambridgeshire Rural District Council is combined with that of Senior Medical Officer to the Cam- 
bridgeshire and Isle of Ely County Council. 


Public Health Inspectors 


Mr. E. B. Newman holds the appointment of Chief Public Health Inspector. Mr. N. D. Addison 
is Deputy Chief Public Health Inspector. Mr. B. W. Hutchings relinquished his post as District 
Public Health Inspector on his appointment as Senior Public Health Inspector to Depwade Rural 
District Council. Mr. W. A. Barchi remains as District Inspector. Provision was made in the 1968 
review of the establishment for a third District Inspector on the staff of the department, and the 
opportunity was taken to fill this position in 1970. Mr. J. L. Goswell from Kingston upon Thames 
Royal Borough filled the vacancy created by the resignation of Mr. Hutchings and Mr. G. D. Vail 
from St. Ives Borough Council was appointed to the new post of third District Inspector. 


Laboratory Facilities 


Chemical and bacteriological examinations of water are made by the Public Analyst at Cambridge. 
The Public Health Laboratory, Cambridge, undertakes bacteriological and biological examinations of 
milk and bacteriological examinations of water samples, and all necessary examinations in cases of 
infectious disease. 


Hospitals 


Cases of infectious disease are treated at the Isolation Hospital, Cambridge. So far as general 
hospitals are concerned, Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge, deals with the majority of cases from 
this area. The hospitals situated within the county district area are the Fulbourn Hospital for mental 
diseases, the Ida Darwin Hospital for the mentally subnormal (also at Fulbourn), and Papworth 
Hospital for the treatment of tuberculosis and other thoracic conditions. The latter hospital is also 
connected with the Papworth Village Settlement. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH (Infectious Diseases) REGULATIONS, 1968 


No notices were issued during the year under these Regulations. 


NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN AGE GROUPS 1970 


Scarlet Whooping |  Infective 
Age in Years Fever Cough Measles Dysentery Jaundice 


Under 1 year 
1 


5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25 and over 
Age unknown 


Totals 


| | eaSrel] =| 
tee tes veer Peet 
eesenescen tale) ees 


N 


1969 Totals 


w 
o 


Food 
Age in Years Poisoning 


Under 5 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65 and over 
Age unknown 
Totals 


1969 Totals 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Four respiratory cases were notified for the first time during the year. On balance at the end of the 
year the number of persons on the respiratory register increased by one. 
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TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER 1970 


Respiratory |Non Respiratory 


Male | Female | Male | Female Female 


. Number of cases on register at commence- 
ment of year 23 12 


. Number of cases notified for first time during 
the year under regulations 


. Cases restored to register 


. Cases added to register otherwise than by 
notification under regulations 
(a) Transferred from other Districts 
(b) From Death Returns 


. Number of cases removed from register 


. Number of cases remaining on register at 
end of year 


AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION 
RESPIRATORY AND NON-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS 
CASES ON REGISTER 31.12.70 


Male Female Total 


GRAND TOTAL 


AGE GROUP 
Resp. | Non Resp.| Resp. | Non Resp.| Resp. | Non Resp. 


0—15 — 2 2 — 


16—25 — 3 


26—35 8 


36—45 3 
9 


65 and over 


TOTALS 


PUBLIC HEALTH (AIRCRAFT) REGULATIONS 1966 


Dr. B. W. M. Macartney (with whom your Medical Officer of Health has formal deputising arrange- 
ments), Dr. C. G. Eastwood and Dr. C. M. Gourlay have kindly agreed to be appointed for deputising 
arrangements in the absence of the Medical Officer of Health. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section 47 
NATIONAL ASSISTANCE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1951, Section 1 


No action was necessary during the year under these Acts. 


NATIONAL HEALTH ACT, 1948, Section 50 


No burials were effected during the year under the provisions of this section. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


E. B. NEWMAN 


A.R.S.H., F.A.P.H.I., A.M.I.P.H.E. 


PARISH STATISTICS 


Total No. No. of 
Planning of Separate Council 
Popula- | Estimated | Dwellings*| Dwellings 31.3.71 Rateable | Estimated 
Parish Acreage | tion 1961 1970 Rate = ——————-—————_ Value ld. Rate 
Census Popula- Books Pre- Post 31-3571 Product 
tion 313371 1945 1945 

Bar Hill 350 —_— 600 202 — 17 25,266 276 
Barton 1,834 788 900 331 29 12 32,302 314 
Bourn 4,116 832 780 299 28 66 23,186 226 
Boxworth 2,602 194 190 69 _— 4 3,803 36 
Caldecote 1,007 368 410 178 — — 7,612 wl 
Caxton 2,242 368 360 130 10 29 7,000 139 
Childerley 1,069 13 30 12 — — 634 5 
Comberton 1,954 812 1,660 696 36 64 56,222 607 
Conington 1,522 148 110 50 4 8 2,590 26 
Coton 970 519 720 324 32 57 22,852 235 
Cottenham 7,224 2,415 3,590§ 1,361 90 231 100,831 1,018 
Croxton 1,909 155 100 66 — 8 2,823 24 
Dry Drayton 2,071 450 460 179 oT 22. 13,269 134 
Elsworth 3,839 476 530 224 18 18 10,083 103 
Eltisley 1,970 253 320 136 16 21 7,350 79 
Fen Ditton 1,474 674 670 245 34 26 22,248 226 
Fen Drayton 1,492 489 500 168 U/ 38 24,376 242 
Fulbourn 5,263 2,906 4,090§ 1,153 87 254 135,337 1,320 
Girton 1,878 StS 3,400§ 1,098 40 122 143,922 1,428 
Grantchester 1,392 418 610 251 25 93 22,370 216 
Graveley 1,582 204 190 69 6 20 3,167 31 
Hardwick 1,438 460 470 184 18 _ 10,267 108 
Harlton 1,261 285 310 116 21 11 17,839 180 
Harston Li 1,186 1,250 445 44 82 38,497 398 
Haslingfield 2,948 855 1,070 411 28 58 39,616 384 
Hauxton 591 484 480 181 15 4 49,087 456 
Histon 1,889 3,258 3,720 1,366 716 140 195,497 1,949 
Horningsea 1,647 355 300 131 9 20 5,012 46 
Impington 1,710 1,232 1,320 484 42 48 62,123 629 
Knapwell 1,236 113 90 34 = 6 1,861 19 
Landbeach 2225 648 660 241 34 16 21,989 218 
Lolworth 1,110 123 120 43 — 14 21S2 29 
Longstanton 2,779 1,723 1,670 644+ 29 62 72,572 725 
Madingley 1,768 262 250§ 67 — ad 8,272 94 
Milton 2,050 857 1,630§ 670 29 28 65,005 667 
Newton 994 306 320 115 16 8 7,249 79 
Oakington 1,850 698 950§ 349 34 50 335152 336 
Over 3,737 908 1,260 498 16 AA | 39,509 403 
Papworth Everard 1,157 1,130 1,130§ 281 — = 34,232 317 
Papworth St. Agnes 1,298 63 40 27 — — 1,046 10 
Rampton S72 256 310 116 8 12 6,596 67 
Shelford, Great 2,070 3,761 3,750 1,373 80 208 148,166 1,459 
Shelford, Little 1,196 717 860§ 305 31 36 28,385 278 
Stapleford 1,835 1,548 1,520 538 29 16 59,248 612 
Stow-cum-Quy 1,879 447 420 162 — 34 9,195 89 
Swavesey 3,982 964 1,080 396 18 75 44,793 446 
Teversham ieee | 808 770§ 295 39 62 69,363 689 
Toft 1,285 332 450 178 21 12 16,079 161 
Waterbeach 5,750 2,561 2,580)| 1,061t 67 192 91,866 936 
Westwick 333 ay) 40 14 — _ 524 5 
Wilbraham, Great 2,921 448 440 173 20 8 10,456 101 
Wilbraham, Little 1,990 388 350 141 10 24 7,867 74 
Willingham 4,659 1,766 2,470} 914 98 166 60,475 593 
Utilities 30,922 314 
Totals 111,692 44,576 52,300 19,194 1,321 2,536 £1,956,735 | £19,633 


* Including Council Dwellings and Caravans 

+ Including 258 Service Dwellings 

t Including 205 Service Dwellings 

§ Including Hospitals, Colleges and Institutional Residents 

|| Including Civilian Dependents of Servicemen and Servicemen 

(Property purchased by the Council and reconditioned classified as Post 1945) 
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 
(Mr. E. B. Newman, A.R.S.H., F.A.P.H.I., A.M.I.P.H.E.) 


The following is a summary of inspections carried out during 1970:— 


TOTAL INSPECTIONS RECORDED ns x = 3 sg . ae a 4.898 
General Sanitation , 
Sewage Scheme Surveys Re ae Fs ¥s Ae Pe a3 100 
Miscellaneous Visits re Complaints, ete. * =e ae es e a ~ 556 
Visits re Drainage or Sewerage ae a mi és wd 305 i ne 335 
Water Supplies ei o Sta - - Bid a <3 Bs Be 19 
Water Samples Taken ae 3 % aE + - - - ie 33 
Factories Acts .. bi s, vs x3 a » nee 23 
Visits re Verminous Persons or - Property 6 an oe zi 2 bie Be 3 
Premises Fumigated .. ba sas sit ae ard 4 se ve si 4 
Public Cleansing Visits .. ae ae - 50 BF re ie as y 444 
Shops Acts, etc. .. Se 7 wh ve ie be Hs o = Ly 297 
Clean Air Act... Fe ki ae se Bi me we ie - ae 83 
Swimming Pools nG as + es re 252 
Animal Boarding Establishments and Pet Shops Acts si ze 2 - ais 22 
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act... bs os rr ag es me 74 
Civic Amenities Act 20 ae Sy ne + + bi By 118 
Noise Abatement Act .. am Pe i ae nr 73 x = ae 80 
Schools .. is a a ¥. am ef ae be fe as oe 3 
Gypsies Survey .. sis Sis as oe es Si + Sr 5s ae 14 
Flooding . oe ie oF ate as af a: ay a = 18 
Health Education de ne - “ie his bee - = F Say 11 
Night Soil Collections .. sR me a a, ae 3: - es Ms 33 
Laundrettes a + ae oe EF ales oe ne e: sn oe 9 
Inspection of Food and Food Premises 
Visits re Sampling (Milk and Other pees at ois - Le se ae 119 
Visits to Slaughterhouses 3 Wi = Dye or: 55 af oe 626 
Poultry Inspection : Eo ns a oe es - 16 
Butchers Shops and Preserved Food Premises “+ pol ie al Sie she 67 
Ice Cream Premises (Retailers) LF a eel in x 2 res = 28 
Cafes, Canteens, Restaurants, etc. ra 29 x he ik as ahs oe, 67 
Food Vehicles .. i. ie ft ma ct Bs oN ie =a a 30 
Other Food Premises .. he me we es a an wr: * a 193 
Bakehouses : we E! Ht ct 2 ae nae 15 
Licensed Premises ‘(Public Houses, etc.) i. 7: A XK oe - a 69 
Residential Establishments Se fie ce sig § Ae a = a oe 1 
Imported Food Regulations .. a: ye 2 = m8 5 =. at be 
Housing 
Housing Inspections (P.H.A. 1936) .. oy ye bea 42 = Sc ae 189 
Reinspections .. Hs oe aks ae sf 3 81 
Housing Inspections (Housing Acts) . ivi6 = ae SP Be a £6 101 
Reinspections .. sf ive re fe “if 86 =i ats _ kee 48 
Moveable Dwellings .. as es an AB ag ye a3 Ae 263 
Inspections re Standard Grants" ee He ihe 43 ~ 5s a ie 249 
Ancient Buildings, etc. .. bs Be eK aE Ae A es We =i 55 
Rehousing Applications . Ps es fe as 4 ae ae re 84 
Qualification Certificates ce ifs Fa Ad] A ae ye ae — 23 


Infectious Diseases 
Visits and Enquiries... a: he Gis af oe a oe ve ie 381 
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HOUSING 


1. Total Number of Council Houses erected between 1920 and 1939 * se A 1,320 
2. Post War Housing Progress: 
Permanent Non-Traditional — Prefabs Total 
Dwellings completed in 1946 18 — 5 23 
43 4s », 1947 52 16 45 113 
$, 2 » 1948 VW 10 — 87 
2 a » 1949 21 70 — 91 
;, a Ee O50) Kis — — is 
- . Ego 133 _— — 133 
= a jen “ESL 106 _— — 106 
5 Ee so 953 184 — ~- 184 
y p wo “F954 229 70 — 299 
¥ - m, “953 121 28 — 149 
‘ 2 55; “956 90 — — 90 
“ at ee) UIST 102 — — 102 
- * = 2956 69 cae — 69 
. oo, 989 126 — — 126 
A We » “1960 14 --- — 14 
> - wt 196K 18 + — 18 
5 5 1962 24 a — 24 
., - a £963 56 — — 56 
bs vs » 1964 11 — 11 
i. Fr pF “1965 15 oe — 15 
3 " 3 1966 212 164 — 376 
ss r o 1967 90 -- — 90 
-. 3 7 “L968 216 = a= 216 
ss a" a 9G9 2 — — 25 
:, » 1970 2 - — 2 
Totals 2,126 358 50 2,534 


(These figures are exclusive of conversions into flats and conversions of hutments) 


Total number of dwellings completed by the Council eae war up to 31.3.71: 
Prefabricated Bungalows 55 


Bungalows... Bie re - Sao 
Flats... ie 52 122 
Non- Traditional Houses F 301 
Hut Conversions (now demolished) — 225 
Permanent Houses .. sie an 1,457 
Total. = Sg Deeks 


*Including 164 Industrial Dwellings of various types and 17 new houses purchased by the Council, 
Dwellings in course of erection or contracts prepared at 31.3.71: 


Traditional Houses .. e Se Nil 
Traditional Bungalows $s ie Nil 
Traditional Flats 20 - ba 40 
Industrial Houses... Hh ay Nil 
Industrial Bungalows i ne Nil 
Industrial Flats/Maisonettes = Nil 

Total ou me a 40 
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TABLE No. 1 
REVISED SLUM CLEARANCE SCHEDULE AS AT 31 MARCH, 1971 


Demolished 
or 

Closing Demolition | 

Parishes Undertaking Order Order Repaired Remainder 


Bar Hill 
Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote* 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick* 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 
Newton 
Oakington 
Over 
Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 
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* Recently reviewed as result of a survey for planning purposes. 
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3. Private Development: 
Number of houses built by private enterprise year ending 31.3.71: 


Permanent Houses... bf Hi 230 
Mats-: ~s - ony Nil 
Total .. wf 2 230 
Total number of private dwellings post war (31.3.71) iA es ae if Ms 5,386 


4. Slum Clearance 

Table No. 1 shows the current position with regard to unfit houses in the area as at 31.3.71, based 
on the revised schedule prepared in accordance with Circular 11/65. The position has not altered 
very materially since my report for 1968. The bulk of the slum clearance programme has been com- 
pleted with the exception of a small remainder on which action has yet to be taken. It will be noted 
that during the year 39 properties were re-categorised (mainly as a result of special surveys undertaken 
for the Planning Department in the parishes of Caldecote and Hardwick) and added to the list giving 
a current total of 714 unfit properties of which 277 have been demolished or have operative Demolition 
Orders imposed 177 are the subjects of Undertakings under Section 16(4) Housing Act, 1957 or Closing 
Orders and 125 have been repaired and removed from the list leaving 135 to be dealt with. These 
are mostly properties occupied by elderly tenants or owner-occupied where hardship would be created 
if immediate action was taken. A few properties present problems arising from the declining need 
for accommodation for agricultural labour on country estates—often resulting in the cottages falling 
into dereliction. In some cases letting on a repairing lease affords a partial solution and is encouraged. 

Due to the ever increasing cost of new building the Department’s efforts have been mainly directed 
towards the preservation and modernisation of existing properties assisted by the increased improve- 
ment grants available and the less restrictive conditions as a result of the Housing Act, 1969. 

With the appointment of an assistant Housing Manager/Welfare Officer the Public Health Depart- 
ment is no longer responsible for the visiting and reporting on the existing accommodation of appli- 
cants to the Council’s waiting list. Close liaison with the Housing Manager is however maintained 
and all cases involving unfit accommodation are followed up and action taken. 

At the 31st March 1971, there were 327 applicants on the active list and a further 295 on the pending 
list (low priority classification). Perhaps the most notable aspect in this context has been the intro- 
duction of a “* points’? scheme for the selection of tenants designed to ensure as far as possible the 
early rehousing of the more needy cases. It would be fair to say that it is proving a mixed blessing 
and can at the best only serve as a rough guide to the Selection Committee. 

The following figures summarise the action taken by the Rie ca cute the year ending 31.3.71: 


Houses inspected Y =. Pec E sc . On 290 
Reinspections made... <6 “ = oe if ae: +f 5 129 
Demolition Orders made a a x a A a oF - 4 
Houses demolished Le Le a a A re La Ne - 20 
Undertakings accepted 10 oe by ee i? = Ne rs 38 
Closing Orders made .. a a5 es = be 44 3 
Demolition or Closing Orders lifted .. ae Ms BS Fs aie a 5 
Houses made fit (excluding improvement grants) .. 97 


The remaining 135 unfit houses are unlikely to produce more than 50/60 tenants requiring Council 
accommodation (mostly elderly couples or single, elderly persons) and generally speaking these can 
easily be absorbed by casual vacancies. Further house building for slum clearance purposes is unlikely 
to be required therefore although there is a continuing need for small units of accommodation for the 
elderly. 

Since the introduction of the Housing Act, 1930 the following total action has been taken (up to 
31 ,3.7%): 


Houses demolished (formally) .. hr oF a “ of =f = 2 fa 
Houses demolished (voluntarily) sis a ae me HY #) oe 226 
Houses subject to Undertakings R. ee a = BD: i a 196 
Houses (or parts) closed ng em oat a, ri re Ay as 313 
Houses made fit by statutory action .. me a 142 
Houses made fit by informal action (excluding improvement grants) ie oa 1879 
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Temporary Accommodation 


The County Welfare Services provide short term emergency accommodation for evicted or homeless 
families but with the improvement in the housing situation generally and the greater security afforded 
to tenants by recent legislation little need has arisen for this type of accommodation. In most urgent 
cases the Council can help fairly quickly from casual vacancies if necessary. 

Increasing difficulties occur however with “‘ problem ”’ families and especially those consistently in 
arrears with rent. Eviction offers little real solution and there would appear to be a need for a stock 
of low grade properties to which such cases could be effectively transferred. The purchase of sub- 
standard cottages for repair on a short term basis appears to be indicated. To date 19 such cottages 
have been purchased but only 9 have been reconditioned the remaining 10 being demolished to make 
way for redevelopment. A further 18 properties were rejected on investigation. 


6. Improvement Grants (Discretionary) 


The Council has always operated this scheme since its inception in 1949 (apart from two short 
periods of suspension owing to the large number of applications in hand). 

The new Housing Act, 1969 with its higher grants and the relaxation of many of the previous restric- 
tions has given a new impetus to this work which has probably reached the maximum with which 
the local building trade can cope currently. In some respects the almost complete discretion given 
to Local Authorities is something of an embarrassment and very careful judgment is often necessary 
to determine whether a grant is warranted—particularly for single items such as damp proof courses, 
etc. 

A summary of the action taken since 1949 Mat to’ 31.3" ay is Ae peak below :— 


Total applications for grant received “gh 792 
Total applications for grant approved x ie = a “ec 729 
Total applications for grant disapproved... a P. ss = 35 
Total applications for grant withdrawn se Se Be a if 4 28 
Total number of dwellings involved .. Bo mY nf: ¥ = 979 
Total cost of approved work (not withdrawn) oe =f ‘‘ a .. £680,802 
Average total cost per dwelling me fe “ff a a tr 7 £695 
Total amount of grant involved ing a ei Sp a es .. £296,281 
Average amount of grant per dwelling <! ae be a ah = £303 
Total payments made up to 31.3.71_ .. oH ue eg aa Sn, Eee, 08k 
Approved schemes made provision for the following: 

Laying on internal water supply ee of sys as a ie = 261 
Installation of hot water system Re 58 i 4 ee i) a 930 
Provision of internal W.C. a a8 7: he me oF oe oe 853 
Provision of bath — = Bes ae Ars a = ss 888 
Provision of sink/wash hand basin... e ate i. Ex “8 = 604 
New or improved drainage... ae se 93 se a! se oe 892 
Provision of gas or electric points... iy =e a3 = = ‘e 842 
New heating appliances. . 203 = oe “vA Sf be - =e 602 
Additional accommodation 

(a) living room(s) a S! ae - 4 ~ a ‘ 151 

(b) bedroom(s) . H, 102 

It is also interesting to note that the dwellings included in approved schemes were owned as follows: 

Owner/occupiers tS aa aE = ote i £3 ig ih 466 
Small property owners .. Bs ne ac ne Ge? 262 
Large individual property owners rs (exceeding 10) at at $,: By Re 44 
Estates, Property Companies, etc. .. ne A os a he: che 191 


Improvement Grants (Standard) 

The Public Health Department continues to be responsible for the initial inspection and report on 
all standard grant applications since this aspect is complementary to the Department’s responsibility 
for unfit houses generally. Valuable contact is maintained with property owners, builders, etc., and 
much useful repair work is ensured as a result before a grant is approved. 
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With the virtual completion of the Council’s slum clearance programme the main function of the 
Department has been to secure the improvement and modernisation of the remaining housing stock. 
To this end every encouragement is given to property owners to take advantage of the grant facilities 
available and much useful work is being done in this direction. 

The success achieved to date is reflected in the figures reproduced in this report. Up to 31.3.71, a 
total of 1,395 enquires have been received of which 738 have received approval, 673 have been 
completed and 15 are in progress. 

There can be no doubt that the new Housing Act 1969 has served to encourage owners to take 
advantage of improvement grants as a result of the increased grants available and the removal of 
most of the restrictions which previously deterred applicants. The fact that for the first time a certain 
amount of major repair work can be included for discretionary grant purposes is also a great advantage. 
This coupled with the improved rent provisions in the new Act offers a real incentive to owners to 
improve their property. The loss of the compulsory improvement powers contained in the 1964 Act 
is unlikely to have any deleterious effect in this area. 


7. Rent Control 

The number of rented properties in the area is relatively small and is decreasing. (The sample 1966 
Census revealed that not more than 16% of the total privately owned dwellings in the area (excluding 
Council Houses) are let. Generally speaking once possession can be obtained most owners prefer 
to offer their properties for sale, many of which are quickly modernised to a high standard for owner/ 
occupation—usually with the aid of an improvement grant. 

The 1965 Rent Act introduced control of rents and tenure in some cases and lays down procedure 
for agreeing (or determining) fair rents including the appointment of Rent Officers for this purpose. 

Relatively little call was made on his services in the rural areas until the introduction of the new 
procedures laid down in the new Housing Act 1969 (Part III). Under this legislation a former con- 
trolled tenancy can become a regulated one and a full economic rent negotiated under certain circum- 
stances providing the dwelling can be certified to be in a fit condition and possessing the five basic 
amenities (or these are provided by means of an improvement grant). The Public Health Inspectors 
are closely involved in inspections and the issuing of Qualification Certificates for this purpose and 
close liaison has to be maintained with the Rent Officer. Up to the 31st March, 1971, 45 applications 
had been received and 18 Qualification Certificates issued. 


8. Old Peoples’ Bungalows 

Notwithstanding the virtual completion of the Council’s house building programme for slum 
clearance purposes, there is a continuing need for small units of accommodation for elderly persons 
bearing in mind the preponderence of three bedroomed houses erected between the Wars. 

Unfortunately bungalow construction is now very expensive and can seldom be erected within the 
Ministry’s cost ‘‘ yard stick’. The use of small “‘ infilling ’’ sites for this purpose is also discouraged 
by the Ministry in some cases. The remaining alternative is usually flats or maisonettes although 
these are by no means always suitable (or popular) for old people. 

Since my 1969 report sites have been completed at Milton, Coton and Comberton, involving 40 
one bedroomed flats in two stories plus 2 bungalows. Further development of this kind is contem- 
plated in the parishes of Fen Ditton, Fen Drayton, Hardwick, Longstanton, Over, Stow-cum-Quy, 
Great Shelford, Teversham, Toft and Willingham, although programming is somewhat uncertain at 
the time of writing. 


9. Local Authorities (Historic Buildings) Act, 1962 

This Act enables Local Authorities to make grants towards the cost of maintenance or repair of 
buildings in or adjacent to their areas which are of special architectural or historic interest. This 
Authority has always given sympathetic consideration to such applications. Inevitably, however, 
the number of applications has increased and it has been necessary to lay down certain criteria for 
such future applications. Briefly, it has been decided that applications should only be entertained in 
respect of properties already on the list of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest 
compiled under Section 30 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947 as amended by the 1962 and 
1968 Acts. In some circumstances buildings on the Supplementary List would be considered. Grants 
are mainly confined to the restoration or preservation of the special characters of such buildings and 
are not usually paid towards normal repair items which remain the owner’s responsibility. 
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Up to 31.3.71, applications had been received in respect of 30 properties and grants of between £50 
and £1,000 being offered in most cases. 


With “‘ conservation ” being the current theme this work is very encouraging and worthwhile. 


10. The Remaining Need 

No further house building for slum. clearance purposes is contemplated since the remaining few 
tenants of unfit houses can be assimilated by means of the casual vacancies which occur at the rate of 
some 200 dwellings per annum. 

The Council now owns nearly 4,000 dwellings representing some 20% of all dwellings in the area 
and progress in the last five years has been quite significant involving over 700 new dwellings, including 
42 small units completed within the last twelve months. 

The current active waiting list at 30.6.71, shows a total of 364 applicants (including slum clearance 
cases) with urgent claims for rehousing. The current housing situation may be summarised as follows: 


Analysis of Existing Council Accommodation (30.6.71) 


Warden controlled old peoples units .. a - a - vi sa 144 

1 bedroomed accommodation .. a ‘2 3 ef ee se ste 311 

Z i? ” ae s 5 te ‘s sa ee is 955 

&) és . oa a a ee = ae a os 2,406 

4 55 “9 a 6, 7 es oe ™ s * 82 

Total units oes ie ey in i? ” ue fa 3,898 

Properties sold or sale proceeding... a “ te -: 10 

Estimated number of Council units under occupied — : 120 

Analysis of Housing Waiting List Requirements (Active and Pending 30.6. 71), 

Old Peoples Units Active List Pending List 
Single elderly persons = ne Ay ae $A * 95 29 
Elderly couples a3 3 ah hte ‘eg “gi A 52 26 

Disabled Persons ‘ — Ae je Ay ie Se 3 1 

1 bedroomed accommodation . . te ff me oe ay! 70 102 

z 3 4 * bes a ki a dr 80 61 

3 is = * ~ a ‘ae 93 abe 59 46 

4 . on sf seh oh ee a 5 9 

Total units required... ny 4 a La 364 274 

Number of units in current programme (30.6.71)  .. oe ae 174 


Generally speaking, therefore, it may be said that the overall Hothing Sositipn in the Council’s area 
is not unsatisfactory and is improving continuously. Apart from a modest programme of some 50 
or 60 small units per annum—mainly for elderly persons—no further large scale building is envisaged. 


In order to facilitate further progress the Council has recently commissioned consultant architects 
to produce schemes at Fen Drayton, Fen Ditton, Hardwick, Longstanton, Toft, Great Shelford and 
Willingham but if anything outside architects find it even more difficult to design down to the standard 
imposed by the cost “ yard stick ”’. 


The relatively high rents of Council accommodation together with the occupational costs of central 
heating, etc., still seem to act as a deterrent to the more deserving applicants in spite of the Council’s 
excellent differential rent scheme. 


As reported elsewhere, the Council now operates a ‘“‘ points ’’ system for the selection of tenants 
bearing in mind the necessity for ensuring that the available lettings are allocated only to those appli- 
cants whose need has been fully investigated and proved. 

At the time of writing the Council has agreed to the sale of Council houses in principle to sitting 
tenants (in accordance with Ministry Circular 4/70)—regarded by some Members as a retrograde 
step. 


°° 
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More encouraging however is the lifting of restrictions which have previously applied to Local 
Authority mortgages to private house purchasers (Circular 22/71). In most cases of genuine need 
there will be no limit on the amount which a Local Authority may lend to borrowers in the financial 
year 1971/2. 

Reference must also be made to the excellent progress being made with the modernisation of existing 
properties by means of improvement grants (including Council houses where 95% now have flush 
toilets and 93% are connected to public or estate sewers). 


11. Moveable Dwellings 

The caravan situation in the Council’s area remains fairly static in there being some 641 residential 
caravans on 87 sites throughout the district (See Table No. 2). These cater for the relatively large 
floating population in and around the University City of Cambridge. 

The improvement in the housing situation generally and the greater availability of mortgages has 
reduced the pressure on the existing caravan sites although there is still a number of persons who 
choose residential caravans particularly for retirement or young couples who are both working. 

During the year the owner of one large residential site (33 caravans) required the land for industrial 
expansion and redevelopment, necessitating the closing down of the site at relatively short notice. 
Close liaison was maintained and at the request of the Department the period of notice given to the 
tenants was extended to six months. All tenants were interviewed and most were helped either to 
obtain alternative sites or Council accommodation. The incident however served to emphasise the 
inherent risks associated with this type of accommodation, notwithstanding the measure of security 
afforded by the Caravan Act, 1968. Couples will often pay £1,000 or more for a mobile home (often 
on hire purchase) and pay considerable sums to site it and provide the necessary services without 
taking any thought for their security of tenure). In these cases very real financial hardship can be 
occasioned if the site closes or they are required to vacate since re-siting charges and/or caravan 
depreciation on sale can be crippling. It is unfortunate that premiums for admission to a site are 
often demanded and can only be deprecated. 

Stage II of the new site at Cottenham is nearing completion and has proved a great success. 

The new holiday site at Great Shelford mentioned in my 1969 report and providing for 25 caravans 
or tents has been in operation for one season and was inevitably over subscribed being close to Cam- 
bridge and the only one of its kind apart from six Certificated Caravan Club Sites in the area. The 
possibility of extending and improving this site is under active consideration. Most of the larger 
residential sites have fairly good facilities (some quite exceptional) often in excess of the standards 
suggested in the Model Code. 

Some smaller ones have only minimal facilities owing to relatively short term planning consent 
which is insufficient to warrant any large capital expenditure. 


Licensed Caravan Sites 
Position as at 31st December, 1970 


Sites Caravans 

Total Licences in Force * ve Ry: od 88 641 
Sites with Permanent Planning Consent .. ad 7 30 487 
Sites with Short-Term Planning Consent .. , 58 154 
Recreational Sites (included under Sites with Permanent 

Planning Consent) a v A oe 2 24 

+15 Chalets 

Applications Awaiting Planning Renewal . by 7, 13 16 
Applications Awaiting Planning Consent .. 6 6 
Applications Refused Planning Consent prior to 31.12.69 125 1,329 
Applications Refused Planning Consent since 31.12.69 .. 7 7 
Sites Run Down or No Longer Required since 31.12.69. . 10 43 
Site Licences Requiring W.C.’s to be provided .. 7 30 (34%) 561 (87%) 
Sites Where W.C.’s have been provided .. - x 38 (44%) 567 (88 %) 
Sites Where W.C.’s cannot be enforced .. M4 oy 57 (66%) 80 (13%) 
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TABLE No. 2 
DISTRIBUTION OF LICENSED CARAVAN SITES AS AT 31 DECEMBER, 1970 


Sites Permitted Number of Caravans 


Temporary | Permanent | Temporary | Permanent 


Parishes Consent. Consent Consent | Consent | 


Bar Hill 
Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 
Newton 
Oakington 
Over 
Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 
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641 (22) 


* This does not include 15 chalets 
Figures in brackets denote applications awaiting Planning Consent. 
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WATER SUPPLY 


Generally 


On Ist April, 1963, all the Council’s Water Undertakings and those of other Authorities in the 
vicinity were transferred to the Cambridge Water Company under the provisions of the Cambridge 
Waterworks Order 1962. The whole of the Council’s administrative area is supplied by the Company 
which in total caters for a population of 215,000 spread over an area of 453 square miles. The total 
length of mains in service is 941 miles of which 200 miles have been laid since 1963. 


During the year under review 22.6 miles of trunk mains and distribution mains have been laid in- 
cluding the first half of a seven mile length of 18” main from Longstanton to Bluntisham Tower to 
provide additional capacity for the transfer of water from the Cambridge sources and an 8” main 
from the A45 road to Comberton. This will enable additional quantities of water to be transferred 
into the area supplied from the Eversden Reservoir. 


The River Authority has issued a licence for an additional borehole at Fleam Dyke Pumping Station 
which will augment the yield of the main station at times when the level of the ground water in the 
area is exceptionally low. Application has also been made to the River Authority for a licence to 
sink and test pump an additional borehole at the Great Wilbraham Pumping Station. 


Work on the new water tower at Bourn, a replica of the Over Tower, began as planned in April, 
1970, and is nearing completion. Preparations were also commenced for the construction of an 
additional reservoir alongside the existing one at Coton. This new reservoir will be to the same 
basic design as the existing reservoir but it will be larger. 


Sufficiency of Supply 


The Company’s general aim is to ensure that the volume of water held in store in each zone of supply 
is at least equal to one day’s supply at the maximum rate of consumption experienced during peak 
periods. 


The average daily consumption for all purposes for the year ending 3lst December, 1970, was 
10,007,000 gallons as compared with 9,474,000 gallons for 1969 and per capita consumption for all 
purposes showed an increase from 44.6 to 46.5 gallons per day. The increase, as in the previous year, 
is partly accounted for by hot, dry weather during the summer months. 

Rainfall for the year 586.5 millimetres (23.09 inches) was 4.9 millimetres (1.69 inches) higher than 
the average and this is the sixth consecutive year in which an above average rainfall has been recorded. 
In spite of this, however, the dominent feature of the year’s figures proved to be the period of low 
rainfall from May to October. During this period the total rainfall at Fleam Dyke was 87.6 millimetres 
(3.45 inches) lower than average. 


Chlorination and Softening 


All supplies in the area are chlorinated and it is estimated that some 70 % of all water supplied within 
the area of Chesterton R.D.C., is now softened (i.e. the sources at Fulbourn, Kingston and Harlton 
are softened before distribution). 


Fluoridation 


Samples taken by the Department prior to regrouping of the Undertakings in 1963 showed fluoride 
estimates of local supplies as follows: 


Cambridge Water Company 


(Chalk Supplies, Fulbourn) 0.1 to 0.15 parts per million 
Chesterton and St. Ives Joint Water Board 

(Mainly Greensand Supplies) 0.1 to 0.21 parts per million 
Harston Waterworks 

(Greensand Supplies) 0.13 parts per million 
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One hesitates to make any statement on the fluoridation of the water supplies in the District Council’s 
area. A solution seems only a little nearer than when the first moves were made and approval in 
principle was given by the County Council in 1966. The scheme has been hampered by the fact that 
the County is supplied with water from so many sources, fluoridation of which would have been costly. 
As a result of discussions between the water undertakers and the Central Government Departments 
concerned, however, a revised scheme for small installations of a more economic nature was put 
forward by the Cambridge Water Company. 


Sampling 

As the public supplies are under close supervision by the Cambridge Water Company there is little 
necessity for routine sampling and these are confined to occasional check samples which are taken 
by the Department for submission to the Public Health Laboratories for bacteriological examination 
or to the Public Analyst for full chemical analyses where necessary. Samples are still taken from 
isolated private wells remaining in use and from the private sources in the vicinity of the Council’s 
new refuse tip at Fen Drayton. 

The Cambridge Water Company draws its supplies predominantly from the chalk but also from the 
lower greensand and to a lesser degree from the river gravels. In these circumstances the chemical 
analyses vary somewhat according to the locality from which the sample is obtained. A typical 
analysis for water supplied by the Company to the Cambridge area is as follows: 


TABLE No. 3 


Cambridge 
Water Company 


Physical Characteristics .. ‘ia ais Me a3 ‘6 ae ar 5 ae Good 
Reaction (pH Value) Ro aE ee 7 es be ine ap Az : Nee 
Parts per 100,000 
Chlorine .. an He AD Ne ze EA x af S50| 2.55 
Ammonia ae and Saline) ok a a A Sie ae me ns 45 Absent 
Ammonia Albuminoid) . ae an ie is ie 2 ae ahs 0.005 
Oxygen absorbed in 3 hours at 37°C. .. are ae oe we 32 36 en 0.03 
Nitrites  .. ‘s a ee Je ae bs se Be Absent 
Nitrates .. 2 ite ne ao Ss a3 ae kis ts *. ae 0.55 
Poisonous Metals — ut ot ay sc sid 5 sf si ne te Absent 
Bacteriological Examination 

Coliform organisms in 100 mls. ss 
No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing at 37°C. 
No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing at 21°C .. 
Hardness (parts per 100,000) (average). . 

Flouride Estimation (parts per million) 


TABLE No. 4 
WATER SAMPLING YEAR ENDING 31.12.70 


Public Supplies Private Supplies 
Parishes Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 
Chem. ‘ Chem. Bac. Chem. Bac. 


Fen Drayton 
Harston 
Impington 
Landbeach 
Milton 
Waterbeach 


Totals 
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SWIMMING POOLS 


There are no public swimming pools in the Council’s area but the City of Cambridge operate three 
open air pools, two of which are chlorinated and one indoor pool similarly treated. All are available 
for use by the public. 


School children in the district are however well catered for as the following table shows: 


TABLE No. 5 


School 


Barton C. of E 
Bourn P 
Caldecote C 
Comberton C of E 
| Coton C of E 
Cottenham C 


Cottenham V.C. 


Elsworth 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn C 
Girton Glebe C 
Grantchester 
Great and Little 
Shelford 
Harston C 
Haslingfield 
Histon and 
Impington C 
Longstanton 
Milton C of E 
Oakington 
Papworth C 
Stapleford C 
Swavesey V.C. 
Teversham C of E 
Waterbeach 
Willingham C of E 


Type 


| Purley No. 
Purley No. 


Purley Cottenham 
Pool 
Purley No. 4 


99 99 99 


Concrete Pool 
Purley No. 


Concrete Pool 
Purley No. 4 
Concrete Pool 
Purley No. 4 


Size of Pool 


Remarks 


8,000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 
8,000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 


11,000 Gallons 47’ 17’ 
8,000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 


30,000 Gallons 76’ x 25’ 
8,000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 


22.000 Gallons 60’ x 20’ 
8.000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 


6,000 Gallons 25’ 17’ 
22,000 Gallons 60’ x 20’ 
8000 Gallons 33’ 17’ 
22,000 Gallons 60’ x 20’ 
8,000 Gallons 33’ x 17’ 


F/B 

F/B. Ind. Oil Fired Heater 

F/B 

F/B Heater 

D/E Oil Fired Heater 

D/E Ind. Gas Fired 
Heater 


D/E 

P/S Heated 

P/S Heated 

F/B Oil Fired Heater 
D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
M/S 


F/B 

F/B 

D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
Nu-Sand Heated 

M/S Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
D/E Heat Exchange 


D/E Ind. Oil Fired Heater 
F/B Ind. Oil Fired Heater 


F/B—Filter Bags M/S—Mini Spin P/S—Pressure Sacks 


All the above are outdoor pools constructed mostly by voluntary labour through Parent/Teacher 
Associations and with the exception of Girton Glebe, Stapleford County and Waterbeach Junior 
Schools and Swavesey Village College are of package plant types. 

Comparator tests are carried out by school staff at least twice daily to make sure that adequate 
chlorine is present and in addition random checks are regularly made by Public Health Inspectors to 
make sure that the bathing pool waters are being maintained to a satisfactory standard. 

Having regard to the large number of school pools involved and the many Local Authorities con- 
cerned in the County efforts have been made by the County Medical Officer of Health to secure uni- 
formity of dosage rates and acceptable residuals of available free chlorine on testing. 

Breakpoint chlorination with continuous circulation and filtration is operated at all pools and 
during the 1970 season only minor problems were encountered. The Education Department are now 
in the process of replacing with pressure sand the bag and diatomaceous earth filters. 

Two new pools have been brought into use in the past year at Elsworth and Fen Drayton and 
heating is now provided in fourteen cases prolonging what is a relatively short swimming season. 


D/E—Diatomaceous Earth 
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PUBLIC CLEANSING 


The cleansing service has remained the responsibility of the Chief Public Health Inspector since its 
inception in 1945 and since 1965 has provided a regular weekly collection throughout the Council’s 
area, which includes 53 villages spread over 174 square miles. This is a notable achievement in an 
area of this kind notwithstanding the fact that it is still based on a kerb side collection. 

As mentioned in previous Reports the Council engaged a firm of Works Study Consultants in 1969 
to investigate and report on all the manual staff (including the Cleansing Section) with a view to the 
introduction of an incentive bonus scheme compatible with the (then) requirements of the Prices and 
Incomes Board. At that time, refuse collections were being carried out with seven vehicles each 
manned by a driver and three loaders (total 28). 

As a result of the Consultants’ recommendations, the rounds were reduced to five and the vehicles 
manned by a driver and two loaders only (total 15), thereby achieving a considerably increased pro- 
ductivity aided to a great extent by the introduction of a polythene bin liner scheme throughout the 
area. 

The scheme was fully implemented as from the Ist June, 1970, and involved the following operations 
concurrently :— 

1. Complete revision of the collection rounds. 
2. Change of collection days in many villages. 
3. Introduction of the bin liner scheme, and 
4. Operation of an incentive bonus scheme. 

Fortunately, the co-operation received from the public in the initial stages was magnificent and 
apart from minor teething troubles the new scheme was successfully assimilated. The polythene bin 
liners are separately distributed in packs of fifteen intended to last for a thirteen week period and 
only three problems remain, 1.e., controlling the issue of sacks to avoid excessive use; ensuring delivery 
at the right time and the continuing necessity for public participation in putting out the sacks for 
collection. 

At the time of writing the scheme has been accepted enthusiastically by the public as a considerable 
improvement on previous arrangements, notwithstanding the high cost of the polythene sacks. The 
men are able to earn a 334% bonus on standard rates and their work is rendered more pleasant and 
much less fatiguing. 

The new system has much greater flexibility especially at holiday times and it is now possible to 
cancel collections on Bank Holidays without detriment to the householder who merely use an addi- 
tional sack to be put out for collection the following week. There is also considerable potential for 
the sale of sacks required in excess of the free issue to such premises as schools, hospitals and residential 
institutions. 

Collections are carried out by a fleet of six diesel engined 50.0 cubic yard vehicles of the continuous 
loading type plus one 35 cubic yard fore and aft tipping vehicle equipped to handle bulk containers. 
These operate from the Council’s Depot, at Oakington. It is, however, proving inadequate for the 
Council’s rapidly expanding fleet and plant and enlargement of the premises is programmed for 1971. 


Refuse Disposal 


The Council continues to operate three tips at strategic points (Fen Drayton, Landbeach and 
Thriplow) which are all disused gravel workings where full controlled tipping is implemented, aided 
by tracked shovels and an ample supply of overburden for covering purposes. This system is, how- 
ever, extremely wasteful of tipping space and covering material in the absence of any pre-treatment of 
the refuse and some alternative arrangements will inevitably be required in the not too distant future. 

As a result of joint action with South Cambs. R.D.C., and Royston U.D.C., work is well advanced 
on the provision of a Tollemache Pulverising Plant on the Council’s old tip at Thriplow and this is 
due to be commissioned in Spring 1971. This will receive refuse from the Southern half of the Council’s 
area where it will be processed before being tipped in the local gravel workings. This is, of course, 
a great step forward and although tipping space has been secured for at least ten years for the Northern 
half of the Council’s district (Landbeach) consideration should be given logically to a similar plant to 
serve this area (possibly in conjunction with other adjacent Authorities). The impending re-organisa- 
tion of Local Government (and duties) however, with all its uncertainties does not encourage any 
further development of this kind for the present. 
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Serious consideration has been given to the possibility of concurrent disposal of the ever-increasing 
amount of sewage sludge produced by the various sewage disposal plants in the area. Whilst proces- 
sing of a proportion of dried sludge with the refuse is feasible it is unlikely to offer a complete solution 
to the problem owing to the long haulage involved. 


Civic Amenities Act, 1967 (Part ITI) 


This Act places upon Local Authorities the responsibility for clearing up the countryside and for 
preventing unauthorised dumping of refuse (including old cars and other bulky items). 

The Council has always made available its three refuse tips for the reception of unwanted rubbish 
(excluding trade waste) free of charge and all Parish Councils have been notified accordingly (Section 
18). Generally speaking the problem is not acute in this area and the number of abandoned cars, etc., 
necessitating action by the Department has been relatively small. Once an incident is reported to the 
Department prompt and firm action results. No doubt this has had a salutary effect as in no case 
was it necessary to institute legal proceedings under Section 19. 

As required by Sections 20-23 however 37 such items were removed during the year and disposed 
of through the normal trade channels. Residents in the area can also take advantage of the Council’s 
removal facilities on payment of a nominal charge. In the unlikely event of the occupier of the land 
objecting to the removal of the articles, it would appear that no further action on the part of the 
Council is possible, i.e. compulsory removal is not possible if the occupier of the land objects. 

There would appear to be a growing awareness on the part of the public that the preservation of 
the local environment is everyone’s responsibility and every encouragement is given to local Societies 
and Voluntary Bodies who are prepared to assist in cleaning up the countryside. The Department 
is always prepared to supply polythene bags and removal facilities free of charge and useful work has 
been done in several instances in this respect. 

Local Authorities such as this, dependent on shallow gravel workings for disposal purposes, are only 
able to offer very limited facilities for the acceptance of old cars and other bulky items and generally 
speaking these have to be directed through Trade channels. Properly organised this is the obvious 
solution to the problem, but there are unfortunately still many scrap dealers content to stock pile such 
items for indefinite periods resulting only in unsightly dumps, which is a negation of all our efforts. 
The Trade must be prepared to provide a continuous outlet for the broken down materials to enable 
a constant turnover to be effected. Regard must also be had to the unsatisfactory practice of burning 
old vehicles and tyres in the open. It may well be that some Local Authority assistance towards the 
provision of suitable plant for this purpose is desirable. 


Collection of Salvage 


Properly organised on a large scale, the separation and recovery of materials such as waste paper 
and cardboard can effect considerable saving in disposal costs and tipping space. Unfortunately, 
the market at the moment is in a depressed condition with the mills unable to absorb any increased 
supplies. Furthermore, the cost of labour and plant together with the high fire risk associsted with 
the storage of such material renders it impracticable in this area especially at the current prices offered 
for baled material. The position is under constant review. 


Statistics 
Briefly, the cost statements for the year ending 31st March, 1971, reveal the following: 
Total mileage travelled .. oy “a LF bm oA bs 79,489 
Cost per mile... it x8 3/2 (16 new pence) 
Estimated tons of refuse collected and disposed of i a 15,939 tons 
Estimated nett cost per ton (collection and disposal) #1 ot £4.37 
Estimated number of clearances om ae at Ae RA 998,088 
Average cost per clearance Pa oe is css me s. 1/43 (7 new pence) 
Average miles per ton .. an 2s y oe Ais 4.98 miles 
Nett annual cost per 1,000 dwellings = a we ns £3,629.40 
Nett annual cost per 1,000 population $s ony iY. ce £1,331.97 
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Cesspool Emptying 


The Council has always offered a cesspool emptying service to householders at a nominal charge 
(£2 minimum plus £1 for each additional load) but as will be seen elsewhere in this Report over 81% 
of dwellings in this area now have a public sewer available and the service has been discontinued in 
30 parishes concerned. The Council operates two vehicles, one of 1100 gallons capacity and one of 
800 gallons, the latter being retained for use by the Engineer’s Department on de-sludging work. 

There is still a surprising demand for this service in the unsewered areas, probably as a result of the 
high charges made by private contractors. An incentive bonus scheme designed by the Council’s 
Works Study Consultants was introduced with effect from April, 1970, which has resulted in increased 
productivity and enables the crews to earn 334 °% bonus on standard rates. 

Disposal of cesspool contents is a difficult problem and is effected by discharge to the public sewers 
at two points where sealed couplings have been provided to avoid any local nuisance. One of these 
points will shortly have to be abandoned for engineering reasons and as an alternative the Department 
has the use of specially allocated sludge drying beds at one of the old R.A.F. sewage works in the 
area. By experience, disposal on agricultural land is seldom possible without nuisance or complaint 
and considerable mileage is involved to reach acceptable disposal points. 

Bearing in mind the rapidity with which the villages are now being sewered one looks to a reduction 
in the demand for this service in the future. Separate provision on a permanent basis for the regular 
servicing of the many sewage disposal works is envisaged. 


A summary of the work carried out during the year ending 3lst March, 1971, is as follows:— 


Actual mileage travelled bo & = ae tS id 37,788 
Estimated cost per mile = 3 oti Be = s £3 10.9d 
Number of clearances made .. 5a ie 5 a r. 1,609 
Average cost per clearance... ve ee “2 “ os  £2°18 14 
Number of loads disposed of .. ot: a. ga ae ap £2,570 
Average cost per load .. Os fs ii oa “e q. 116 44 


Night Soil Collection 


No general collection of night soil is undertaken by the Council but special collections are made from 
approximately 65 properties in 14 parishes, mainly for old age pensioners and persons unable to help 
themselves in this respect. Collections are made with a cesspool emptier suitably equipped at a 
nominal charge of 5/- per visit. Every effort is made to get flush toilets installed wherever possible 
so as to keep the list to a minimum. None of this work is now contracted out. 

In only very exceptional circumstances should this primitive form of sanitation be tolerated, and 
the rapid progress now being made with the Council’s sewerage programme will, it is hoped, see the 
end of this unpleasant task in the near future. 


TABLE No. 6 
TOTAL COUNCIL DWELLINGS AND SANITARY FACILITIES AVAILABLE AS AT 31 MARCH, 1971 
Bungalows Houses 


Parishes Others| Total | Public) Estate| Other 
1B 2B 3B = Sewer | Sewer |Means 


nN 
jee] 
aS 
ee] 


Bar Hill 
Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 
Newton 
Oakington 
Over 
Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 


wom 


ISSlIIITITI TIT i ti best ti ltl eaall PL PEel TTL eBrSa0l | Sal | | aod! 


aR ie) Neyer \o _ 
CAF hoes iS (A SSS eR, Tle tel st SS 


=—W 


LlelasSalad®! | |]acn!] |B] al rak] oS! | wb Baanecun! Sol ol sl IS! | 


Ll acl | lawn! aad! SS! | e&BGe0l | 11S | ol ol | 8-1 


aS 


NRWITCHW ARAN 


— ht 


6 
6 
30 
12 
3 
4 
6 
17 
iS) 
24 
4 
4 
5 
4 
24 
6 
8 
‘2 
8 
10 
8 
3 
15 
20 
22 
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Totals 


Ww 
w 
i 


2,430 


co 
o 


594 177 
15 oA 7% | SSAA ees 
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* Including Prefab Bungalows and Agricultural Houses 
+ Including 16 Maisonettes 
t Bed Sitters and Bed Recess Bungalows Included 


28 


SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE 


The following statement shows concisely the position with regard to sewerage of the Council’s area. 
For administrative convenience the statistics have been completed up to 31st March, 1971: 


Statistical Information 


Total number of parishes ‘G - +: sy Ae PE: ay 53 
Population Estimated 1970 Piantdne). i a . iS e a 52,300 
Total number of dwellings (31.3.71) .. ae ce ie 1 te ate 19,194 


Parishes Already Sewered 


Dwellings Connected 
Parish Dwellings Population 
34.3271 1970 Council Private 
(Planning) Houses Houses 


Bar Hill (New Village) 202 600 17 135 
Coton 324 720 89 39 
Cottenham 1,361 3,590 321 | 654 
Dry Drayton 179 460 | — 5 
Fulbourn tel53 4,090 341 668 
Fen Ditton 245 670 20 | 
Fen Drayton 168 500 — 
Girton 1,098 3,400 162 
Harston 445 1,250 126 
Haslingfield 411 1,070 
Hauxton 181 480 
Harlton 116 310 
Histon 1,366 3,720 
Horningsea 131 300 
Impington 484 1,320 
Landbeach 241 660 
Longstanton 644 1,670 
Madingley 67 250 
Milton 670 1,630 
Oakington 349 950 
Over 498 1,260 
Papworth Everard 281 1,130 
Rampton 116 310 
Shelford, Great 1373 3,750 
Shelford, Little 305 860 
Stapleford 538 1,520 
Swavesey 396 1,080 
Teversham 295 7710 
Waterbeach 4 2,580 
Willingham 2,470 


30 Parishes a 43,370 
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Parishes Where Schemes are in Progress 


Parish 


Barton 
Comberton 
Grantchester 
Toft 

Newton 


5 Parishes 


Parishes Where Schemes have been Prepared 


Parish 


Eastern Area: 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 


*Western Area Phase I 
Bourn 

Caldecote 

Caxton 

Hardwick 


*Western Area Phase II 

Croxton 

Eltisley 

Elsworth 

Graveley 

Knapwell 

Papworth Everard 
(Works Only) 


Western Area Phase III 
Boxworth 

Conington 

Lolworth 


15 Parishes 


Parish 


Childerley 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Westwick 


3 Parishes 


Population 
Dwellings 1970 Progress 
a13.71 (Planning) 
331 900 S.W. Area Scheme due for 
696 1,660 completion by the end of 
Zl 610 1971. 
178 450 
115 320 Due for completion by the 
end of 1971. 
i eyl: 3,940 
Population | Estimated Estimated Estimated 
Dwellings 1970 Cost Starting Completion 
1 in 7 AT (Planning) ee Date Date 
162 420 
173 440 180,000 July December 
141 350 1971 1972 
299 780 
178 410 340,000 Spring Spring 
130 360 1972 1974 
184 470 
66 100 
136 320 
224 530 
69 190 320,000 1972 1974 
34 90 
69 190 
50 110 October March 
43 120 1971 


Dwellings 


31.3.74 
12 
27 
14 


53 


* Now being dealt with by Consultant Engineers. 
Parishes Not Yet Provided For 


Population 
1970 
(Planning) 


30 
40 
40 
110 


30 


Isolated hamlets. 
visaged 


Progress 


No Schemes En- 


Summary of Progress to Date 


Parishes Dwellings | % of 
ee Population | Total 
No. He : ya | 1970 | Population 


Parishes Sewered 30 56.67, $1.37, 43,370 83.0% 
Parishes Where Work | 
is in Progress 5 9.4% Sse ah el Sead | GMA 
Parishes Where 
Schemes have been 
Prepared or are in 
Progress pa pe ly 4 10.27; 4,880 93, 
Small Parishes Not 
Provided For D0 Ye i LIB) J 0.2% 


Totals 100% 100% 52,300 


The schemes for sewering the parishes of Dry Drayton, and Oakington were completed during the 
year and the sewers are in use. Work has continued on the South Western Area Scheme comprising 
the parishes of Barton (331 houses), Comberton (696 houses), Grantchester (251 houses) and Toft 
(178 houses) and is due for completion at the end of 1971. 

A small scheme for the parish of Newton (115 houses) is under construction and completion is 
anticipated by the end of 1971. 

In order to accelerate progress with the remainder of the Council’s sewerage programme and having 
regard to the heavy commitments already incurred by the Engineer’s Department, it was decided to 
engage Consultants to work up the schemes for the Western Area (Phases I and II) and tenders are 
likely to be received during 1971 (1320 houses in 9 parishes). Phase III (Boxworth, Conington and 
Lolworth), prepared by the Council’s Engineer, is likely to proceed to tender in 1971. 

The scheme for the Eastern Area (Stow-cum-Quy—162 houses, Great Wilbraham—173 houses and 
Little Wilbraham—141 houses) is due to commence in July, 1971. 

These schemes will virtually complete the Council’s programme with the exception of three small 
isolated hamlets (totalling only 53 houses) for which no provision is intended at present. 

From the above tables it will be noted that to date some 81.3% of the dwellings in the Council’s 
area now have public sewers available and schemes have been prepared for a further 18.4 °% of the total 
dwellings—a commendable achievement having regard to the large area involved and the flat terrain 
necessitating considerable pumping. 

A scheme for remedying the overloaded condition of the sewers in the parishes of Great and Little 
Shelford and Stapleford was completed in 1970, thereby enabling the restrictions on new development 
to be lifted. A similar situation in the Northern area has been alleviated by diverting part of the flow 
from Histon/Girton area to the Council’s new works at Bar Hill. 

Completion of additional sewerage schemes inevitably increases the burden of maintenance and 
supervision of the various pumping stations and disposal works involved and the growth of this aspect 
will be appreciated when it is realised that at the time of writing the following works are being main- 
tained by the Council’s Engineering staff:— 

Public Health Housing Sites Private 
Sewage Disposal Works 
Under maintenance 10 13 6 
Under construction — — — 


Pumping Stations 
Under maintenance 54 7 6 
Under construction 11 — — 
The Council now employs a full time Sewage Works Manager/Chemist so as to ensure effluents of 
River Authority standards. 
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Disposal of large quantities of sludge from a number of scattered works continues to be a problem. 
Proposals are in hand however to transport all sludge to the works at Bar Hill where it will be dried 
and disposed of ultimately to local farmers if possible. The Engineer has arrangements in hand to 
acquire a 2,000 gallon tanker for transport purposes and to increase the sludge drying capacity of the works. 

All current and future sewerage schemes include the provision of lateral drains to the boundary 
of existing properties. No charge is made for these providing the householders make application to 
connect within twelve months of the sewer becoming available and the work being completed within 
two years. This encourages early connection and absolves the householders from any responsibility 
for work in the highway. 

Section 12 of the Public Health Act, 1961, is operated by the Council whereby (under certain circum- 
stances) sewer costs can be recovered from frontagers where subsequent development takes place. 

In practice this has proved difficult to administer although the recovery of considerable sums can 
be involved in the long term. Obviously intended to apply where large scale development takes place 
after construction of the sewers it can sometimes cause hardship and anomolies for persons building 
single houses for their own occupation or building on large additions to small properties—often 
improvement grant schemes. Fortunately the Council has some discretion and is willing to give 
sympathetic consideration to cases involving disproportionate frontages, etc. 


PEST DESTRUCTION 


Local Authorities are required by the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949 to ensure that all 
premises in the district are kept free of rats. This is achieved by requiring occupiers of premises to 
carry out any necessary treatment themselves or the Local Authority can provide a pest destruction 
service. In 1950 the Council decided that in the interests of good environmental hygiene a free service 
should be provided to all domestic premises for the destruction of rats and mice, which has proved 
very satisfactory over the years. It enables swift action to be taken without the necessity of serving 
notices and all the delays associated with such procedures. The service during 1970 cost less than a 
4d. rate which is money well spent when the amount of spoilage caused by rats and mice is taken into 
consideration—estimated to be about £1 per head of population per year. 

The free service is confined to domestic dwellings and does not include industrial, business or farm 
premises. Owners of such establishments are required to carry out treatments when survey shows 
infestation but the Department will carry out the necessary work in a chargeable or contract basis, 
which averages about 10/- per hour plus cost of material. Ready mixed bait is also available for sale 
in some cases. 

Suitable accommodation is provided at the Council’s Depot, at Oakington for storage and mixing 
of baits and poisons. Warfarin is still found to be the most convenient and effective poison when 
mixed with wheat or barley meal and in damp conditions an alternative anti coagulant, Chlorophaci- 
none in oil, is being used successfully. Zinc Phosphide is also used where appropriate and is now 
acknowledged as being the most suitable alternative method of poisoning where an anti-coagulant 
fails for any reason. This method, of course, requires more skill and care in use. In appropriate 
cases gassing is sometimes brought into use but although very effective if carried out properly it has 
limited uses and is in the main confined to treatment in the open such as banks of ditches, etc. 

Alphachloralose continues to be used against mice in domestic dwellings where temperature con- 
ditions are suitable. Otherwise, Warfarin or Zinc Phosphide is brought into use. 

Table No. 7 shows a small decrease in the number of properties found to be rat infested but a sub- 
stantial increase in mice infestations—probably resulting from a relatively dry summer. It also 
shows that more time has been devoted to treatment on Council properties including ditches and 
water courses, sewers, refuse tips and sewage works. Permanent baiting points are maintained where 
appropriate with reasonable success. 

During the year treatment has been carried out for ants, beetles, bats, bees, booklice, carpet beetles 
cockroaches, crickets, cluster flies, earwigs, flies, foxes, fleas, moles, rabbits, voles and wasps. In 
the latter case Malathion dust still proves to be the most satisfactory method of treatment but work 
is sometimes complicated by the fact that nests are found in almost inaccessible places and invariably 
ladder work is involved. Whenever possible, nests are removed. 

Cockroaches continue to be a problem in larger kitchens, but treatment has been made easier since 
the introduction of insecticide based Propoxur (Aprocarb) and Dieldrin based lacquer. 

The following Tables show a brief summary of work carried out during the twelve months ending 
31st December, 1970. 
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TABLE No. 7 


Non Agricultural Agricultural 


Approximate total number of properties in the area 18,994 
Total number of properties inspected following 
notification 1,216 
Number of properties found to be infested | 
(i) rats | 1,075 

(ii) mice 187 
Total properties inspected for reasons other than 
notification | 271 
Number found to be infested 
(i) rats 124 
(ii) mice 4 


“A summary of the results achieved during this period is as follows: 


Rats and Mice 


Premises Visited | Rats Recovered 
Private dwellings treated | 1,060 
Business Premises treated | 417 
Refuse Tips, etc. 129 
Sewage Works, etc. 202 

Drains, Sewers, Ditches 222 


2,030 
Estimated Total Rats Killed (12 months) 13,348. 


Other Pests 


Premises Treated 


Beetles/Cockroaches 

Rabbits... ie 

Ants ae 
Wasps 

Bats. . 

Fleas 

Bees 

Flies 

Crickets 
Voles 
Mosquitoes 
Cluster Flies 
Booklice , 
Carpet Beetles 
Foxes 
Earwigs 

Slugs 


— eet CN DO Re OO I) 
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CLEAN AIR ACT 1956-1968 


Introduced in 1956 as a result of the Beaver Report this Act was designed to reduce atmospheric 
pollution which had assumed alarming proportions in some industrial and high density areas. It 
prohibited the emission of dark smoke from chimneys, required new furnaces to be smokeless as far 
as practicable and reduced the permitted level of grit emissions to a minimum. Some measure of 
control over the height of new chimneys was given and strengthened the hand of Local Authorities in 
dealing with smoke nuisances. 

The new Act of 1968 increased the control over industrial smoke, grit and dust emissions and wider 
powers were given to control chimney heights. Significantly it also enabled Local Authorities to deal 
with discharges of smoke from trade premises other than by a chimney, i.e., burning in the open. 

Although essentially a rural residential area with the minimum of industry the Department is actively 
engaged in this field—notably in the examination of plans and proposals involving any installations 
of more than 55,000 B.Th.U’s/Hour and where appropriate prior approval is given. The advice of 
the National Industrial Fuel Efficiency Service is sought on the technical aspects of larger plants. 

Since the introduction of the 1956 Act 406 installations have received prior approval out of which 
83 domestic and 8 industrial furnaces were notified during the year ending 31st December, 1970. 

Perhaps the most troublesome problem in this area is that associated with the car breaking trade 
where old vehicle bodies and tyres are often burnt in the open. Legal proceedings were instituted on 
one occasion (Section 1 1968 Act) and a penalty of £20 plus costs was imposed. With the growth 
of this trade the provision of smokeless incinerators is the only real solution—possibly aided to some 
extent from Local Authority services. 

During the year 83 visits including smoke observations were carried out. 

Four members of the staff have completed courses in Air Pollution Control and two members hold 
the Smoke Inspectors Certificate. 


NOISE ABATEMENT ACT 1960 


This Act enables a Local Authority to treat excessive noise or vibrations as a statutory nuisance 
and to take action accordingly. In the sophisticated world in which we live it is perhaps not surprising 
the amount of unnecessary noise which is created even in a rural area and the Department has been 
actively engaged during the year investigating complaints—some trivial and some of a more serious 
character. The following incidents were particularly noted :— 

Bird scarers—night use. 

Compressor noise from refrigerators at Super Market. 

Unreasonable noise from garage activities. 

Excessive noise from building site—sub contractor commencing work at 4.30 a.m. 

Factory noise from extractor fans, etc. 

Excessive noise from grain driers operating 24 hours a day. 

Excessive noise at night due to transfer of goods from feeder lorries to local transport in the open. 
Unmuffled road breakers in use by contractors and public services. 

In all the above cases substantial improvement was effected by informal action without recourse to 
legal proceedings. Mostly it was only necessary to point out the unreasonableness of their actions to 
enlist the co-operation of the offenders. Usually a curtailing of operations during the hours of dark- 
ness or a change of location was all that was necessary. In some cases structural alterations or con- 
struction of baffle walls, etc., was required and secured. 

All plant hire firms and large local contractors (including those in the public sector) have been 
contacted and supplied with copies of the Ministry of Public Buildings and Works Advisory Leaflet 
Number 72 and this same leaflet is being sent out with all plan approvals for larger constructional 
works. At the same time, a clause is now included in all the Council’s contracts requiring breakers 
to be muffled. Any infringements are quickly reported and dealt with. 

It is however, somewhat ironical that whilst such work makes a valuable contribution towards a 
better environment the real problems associated with aircraft and traffic noise cannot be dealt with 
as these are specifically excluded from the provisions of the Act. 

All the Public Health Inspectors have completed advanced courses in Noise Control at the Hert- 
fordshire College of Building. 
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ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT, 1963 


Under this Act all premises used for the boarding of cats and dogs are required to be registered and 
licensed by the Local Authority. The initial inspection of such premises is carried out by a Veterinary 
Surgeon retained by the Council for this purpose and licences are only issued where satisfactory 
arrangements are provided by way of accommodation, feeding and isolation, etc. Licensed premises 
are subsequently visited from time to time by the Public Health Inspectors to ensure that a good 
standard is maintained. 


At the 31st December, 1970, 7 such licences were in force representing a total boarding accommoda- 
tion in the district of 333 dogs and 184 cats. 


No case of ill treatment or cruelty was noted during the year. Premises used predominently for 
breeding purposes are excluded from the provisions of the Act. Differentiation is sometimes obscure. 


PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951 


This enables Local Authorities to control premises where pet animals are kept for sale. Following 
inspection 6 such premises in the area were licensed during 1970 but since there are no markets held in 
the Council’s area little problem arises. 


RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1959 


Only one factory is engaged in manufacturing new upholstered furniture using specified materials 
and this is registered as required under the above Act. No formal action was necessary during the 
year. 


RADIOACTIVE SUBSTANCES ACT, 1960 


Persons who keep or use radioactive materials are required under the above Act to be registered 
with the Minister of Housing and Local Government and must obtain special authorisation from him 
for the accumulation and disposal of radioactive wastes. 


Local Authorities may, after consultation, be requested to accept and deal with these wastes at their 
refuse tips in accordance with the Minister’s authorisation. Disposal is usually by conventional 
methods, i.e. discharge to sewers, incineration or burial in refuse tips with certain safeguards. No 
requests for disposal facilities have been received since the Act came into force. 


Apart from the above the Council has no jurisdiction under the Act, but copies of all registrations 
and authorisation certificates are sent to the County and District Councils concerned, who, in turn, 
may notify other interested authorities such as the River Board and Fire Authority. 


Copies of the following Certificates have been received: 


Certificate of Registration (Sec. 1) ea a ee Pe = a 5 

Certificate of Authorisation for Disposal (Sec. 6(2)) ae ee & 5 

Notice of Revocation of Authorisation (Sec. 6/7) 3 = re = B 2 
BAKEHOUSES 


Of the 23 registered bakehouses in the area in 1950 only seven now remain. This follows significant 
changes in the pattern of trade resulting from the growth of Jarge multiple bakeries and particularly 
the public’s acceptance of wrapped sliced bread bought not from the baker’s shop but the supermarket 
or grocery store. 
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Prepacking of course, is in the interests of good food hygiene but it tends to raise other problems 
associated with mould growth—particularly in the summer months—and undetectable staling. Bread 
is particularly vulnerable during hot weather despite the use of additives in the bakery and precautions 
during delivery mainly due to moisture retention in its wax paper packing. This is by far the most 
frequent cause of complaint and perhaps one of the most difficult to deal with as it is often impossible 
to determine the degree of responsibility between wholesale supplier and the shop keeper. So much 
depends on a satisfactory date coding system and proper stock rotation in the retail premises. 


In general, the small bakeries in the area are well conducted but there is seldom sufficient capital 
available to equip up to modern standards. The tendency now is to give up delivery rounds to con- 
centrate on retail sales of confectionary from local shops. 


PRESERVED FOOD PREMISES (Section 16 FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955) 


Total number on Register at 31.12.70 .. os a oe x fs = 207 
Sausage Manufacturers .. te ats we =! fe ad oe aS 20 
Fish Fryers .. aj be oe A ve by se - ed ee 6 
Ice Cream (Storage and Sale Only) a P) fe A a * 179 
Ham Boilers a : ne 2 


Section 16 of the Food and Drugs Act 1955 requires all premises used in connection with the manu- 
facture, storage or sale of ice cream and the preparation or manufacture of certain meat and fish 
products to be registered with the Local Authority. In this way a satisfactory standard can be applied 
before registration is granted. This has obvious advantage from a Local Authority’s point of view 
unlike other food premises where a business can be established without registration and regulations 
have to be applied at a later stage. 

No ice cream is manufactured in the area and the registrations are for storage and sale only, mainly 
prepacked products by national suppliers. The popularity of soft ice cream seems to be on the in- 
crease and is often supplied by mobile vans based outside the area. In the past difficulty has been 
experienced in maintaining satisfactory standards but with the co-operation of adjoining Authorities 
the problems associated with cleansing and sterilising of freezer/dispensers have been overcome. 


It was not found necessary to take action under the Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations during 
the year. 


TABLE No. 8 
ICE CREAM SAMPLING 1970 


Number of Samples Methylene Blue Provisional 
Complete Cold Mix | Decolourised (Hours) Grade 


2 
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LICENSED PREMISES 


Of 154 premises listed in a survey carried out in 1946 only 111 remain. During this period of time 
5 Breweries have amalgamated resulting in the closing down of the poorer types of premises often 
following pressure from both the Local Authority and the Licensing Justices. Most of the remainder 
have now been modernised providing more in the way of comfort for the customer. 6 Breweries 
operating in the area own 109 public houses whilst the remaining two are free houses. 
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Emphasis is now on catering. This originally was, in many cases, treated only as a side line but 
now must have become the main source of income. There is little doubt that the drinking and driving 
laws have been responsible for this shift in trade, possibly with new developments in food preparation 
which allow meals to be prepared at short notice to the customer’s requirements from frozen and 
canned sources. Even where full catering is not practiced snacks are usually available at the bar as 
sandwiches or scampi, fish, or chicken and chips in the basket—a practice which is not always in the 
best interests of food hygiene. All this has, of course, added to the Inspector’s duties and more 
frequent inspection of catering premises are being organised to keep pace with developments. 

The Department continues to enjoy a good relationship with the Breweries and as a rule essential 
work is carried out fairly quickly although it often has to be fitted into a rather tight budget. Most 
landlords welcome the Inspector’s visit particularly when it results in improvement works being 
carried out at no cost to themselves. Objection is, however, sometimes shown when the owner passes 
on the costs by way of increased rents. 

Many public houses are registered under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963, which 
requires the Local Authority to look after the welfare of the employees as well as the customers. 

During the year 69 visits were paid to Licensed Premises for all purposes. 


LICENSING ACTS, 1961-4 


Under the provisions of these Acts all applications to the Justices for Certificates of Registration 
in respect of Clubs and similar premises are automatically referred to this Department for approval 
so far as Food Hygiene Regulations requirements are concerned and it affords an opportunity for the 
Council to object if premises do not reach the required standard. 


At the 31st December, 1970, thirty such premises were registered in the Council’s area. 


FOOD SHOPS, CAFES AND OTHER FOOD PREMISES 


The following premises are subject to inspection by the Department in addition to those mentioned 
elsewhere :— 


Food Shops - = - Bs = sa “a a nM aie 183 
Cafes and Restaurants .. a es oe mt Si < a on 27 
Licensed Premises . . fe on ‘a Se oa oe *. ie vas 111 
Licensed Clubs sa *: a ar ot ty 2 ae af mt 30 
Off Licences as a ae Be ge 26 
Residential Establishments, Hospitals, Homes, Cam iy i pe ee 21 
Factory Canteens .. =, : i < ot ee oe a it 14 
School Canteens .. ae 24 


Over the last few years “hee res penn a sania “eee in ies ads of oon retailing. Brightly 
lit streamlined self-service shops have spread from the neighbouring cities into the larger villages in 
the guise of supermarkets and even the small grocer has fallen into line with self-service techniques. 
Although something of the old personal service has been lost, together very often with delivery facilities, 
this changeover has been to the advantage of the customer. With larger turnover and fewer staff the 
firms involved have been able to reduce costs and operate on a reduced profits per item basis. The 
larger turnover has resulted in a shorter shelf life for most goods but complaints are still received 
about perishable foodstuffs not being of a satisfactory standard. Investigations into complaints 
inevitably lead to poor stock rotation or the sale of foodstuffs on a sale or return basis. It seems that 
stock rotation in the factory and warehouse present no problem. All outer cartons are adequately 
marked and coded and the warehousemen know what they are about but once the goods are in the 
hands of the delivery men trouble often starts, particularly if a sale or return system is in operation. 

The shop keeper is often unable to read the coding if one is displayed—particularly on perishable 
items such as cakes, pies, bread and yoghourt, etc., and he is often too busy to check in supplies. So 
the delivery man is given this task and it is at this point that we find out of code merchandise reaching 
the supermarket shelves, the out-of-code goods being removed from one store to be placed on the 
shelves of another. 
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No reputable manufacturer allows this practice officially but it is nevertheless widespread and most 
of the complaints reaching the Department result from this system. It is high time that a standard 
legible coding system was introduced which can be applied to all perishables and easily understood by 
manufacturer, retailer and customer alike. 


Over the year great changes have also been brought about in the packaging of foodstuffs, particularly 
the design of packages to control the relative humidity or temperature of food. Likewise this has 
resulted in purpose designed delivery vehicles and distributive vehicles to carry these packs. It is said 
that 40% of all vegetables plus 50% of all fish sales are now in frozen pack form and this in itself has 
brought new problems. During the year a large number of refrigerator breakdowns have been 
reported resulting in the temperature rise of foodstuffs. This need not necessarily render the food 
unfit but it can reduce the saleability of a product and make it unacceptable to the customer. The 
manufacturer normally likes this food to be withdrawn, relying on insurance cover for recompense, 
and the Inspector finds himself as the assessor of the saleability of these foodstuffs instead of carrying 
out his main function under the Food and Drugs Act 1955 of deciding whether a food is fit or unfit. 


The shopkeeper can, of course, do much to prevent deterioration of frozen foods during a relatively 
short interruption of power supply and it is here that much can be done by the Public Health Inspector 
to provide an education in the basic principles involved. Another practice to be condemned is the 
display of partially thawed meats and poultry removed from the refrigerator during the day and, if 
not sold, returned to the refrigerator at night for similar treatment the following day. Similar prob- 
lems exist of course, in frozen foods for reheating and foods cooked and held ready for sale in a hot 
take away condition. 


More use is being made of micro wave ovens in hospitals, institutions, restaurants, etc. They are, 
of course, extremely useful for the rapid heating of frozen meals and this in itself is highly commendable 
reducing the risk of food poisoning. It has, however, led to the foods left over from the day’s meals 
being made up into snacks for reheating. This may be acceptable within large kitchens where com- 
plete regard can be given to temperature control at all stages but the idea of it developing into a large 
scale business where a van could call at all the smaller eating places to collect surplus foods for delivery 
to a central point for preparation into frozen meals for resale to the catering trade appears to be 
fraught with danger. 


The year has seen a substantial increase in duties under the Imported Food Regulations 1968. 
More foodstuffs are being conveyed direct to food premises in the area by bulk container transporting 
systems. These are not always examined at the port of entry and the Department is notified by 
telephone when an unexamined container leaves a Port Health Authority area under these circum- 
stances. So far it has been possible to maintain a 100% inspection of imports. There are three 
main importers in the district—a jam factory importing frozen fruits, fruit pulp, etc., a wholesale food 
warehouse dealing in cheese, and an animal feeding stuff factory importing dried milk powder. The 
Department’s task is made much easier by the fact that all of these businesses are firms which set a 
high standard in the industries with which they are associated. 


There are no markets in the Council’s area but attention is always given to roadside stalls where 
fruit and vegetables are on display for sale in season. Mobile shops and delivery vehicles are required 
to comply fully with the requirements of the Food Hygiene (Market, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) 
Regulations which were introduced in 1967. This requires close liaison with Public Health Depart- 
ments of adjoining Authorities where such vehicles are often based. As is to be expected most traders 
prefer to prepack their goods—except perhaps in the case of fishmongers and some butchers—rather 
than provide washing facilities on their vehicles. 


The public are encouraged to notify the Department of any foodstuffs found to be unsatisfactory 
but complaints are relatively few considering the large turnover in the area. 


During the year four cases of mouldy bread, crumpets and puff pastry were reported as well as 
string in bread, foreign body in frozen peas—found to be part of a peapod—lack of taste in baby food, 
slimy mild cured bacon, stone in tin of beans, mouldy luncheon meat, mould on dairy desert, metallic 
taste in steamed puddings, rancid lard, mould on raspberry jam, mouldy skinless sausages, decomposed 
frozen haddock and leaf in strawberry yoghourt. 
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All complaints were thoroughly investigated and steps taken to prevent recurrence. In one case 
of mouldy crumpets labelled “‘ Fresh Daily” it was found that they were delivered twice a week. 
The bakery agreed to remove the description from future deliveries. 

Only where culpable negligence is demonstrated is prosecution resorted to. 

During the year only one case was taken before the Magistrates involving mouldy meat pies. A 
fine of £15 plus five guineas costs was imposed. 


MILK SUPPLY 
Number of Wholesale Producers in the area .. ay a - fi: 23 
Number of Producer/Retailers in the area = ae oF oe ae of 2 
Number of Retail Purveyors in the area asi oe es me ce se 41 
Number of Distributors with Premises in the area 2a : =f, 2 


At the end of 1970 the only untreated milk retailed in the area was from one small Tuberculin 
Tested herd. All the remainder was either pasteurised or sterilised. During the year one other 
source of supply had to be diverted following investigation into three cases of Salmonella infection in 
one of the villages. Untreated milk was found to be a common factor—this being subsequently traced 
back to infected cows. The withdrawal of raw milk supply brought the small outbreak under control 
and prevented further spread. 


Milk production is mainly the responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
processing being supervised by the County Council as Food and Drugs Authority. 


The District Council continues to register dairies and distributors and remains responsible for the 
general hygiene of such premises which are not also associated with production. 


During the year 6 samples of raw milk submitted for biological examination were found to be free 
from Tuberculosis or Brucella Abortus. The increasing efforts being made by the Ministry Veterinary 
Service to eradicate the latter is particularly welcome as this is now the only organism of any signifi- 
cance which remains transmissible to man from raw milk. 

Milk supplies generally have reached a high standard in purity and cleanliness but the problems 
associated with foreign matter in milk and dirty or stained milk bottles remains despite every effort 
being made by the Trade to eliminate these troubles. The education of the public has been tried 
without great success and it seems the Trade will eventually have to think in terms of throw-away 
cartons or plastic containers which will inevitably add to the problems of refuse disposal. 


It is no surprise to note that the number of dairy herds in the area again shows a reduction by farmers 
who tire of labouring seven days a week year in and year out. 


OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT 1963 


This Act has been in force since the Ist August, 1964, and is aimed at safeguarding the health, 
welfare and safety of the many non-industrial workers not covered by the Factories Acts. Admini- 
stration of the Act is divided between the Local Authority and the Factory Inspectorate—the latter 
being responsible for premises owned by the Crown and Local Authorities or used for factory or 
railway purposes, with the Fire Authority having overall responsibility for dealing with fire precautions. 

It requires an adequate standard of heating, lighting and ventilation and cleanliness together with 
sufficient toilet accommodation, washing facilities and first aid equipment. Safety of employees is 
also taken into account and much of the Department’s work is devoted to eliminating accidents. 
All accidents resulting in employees being absent from work for more than three days are required to 
be reported to the Authority concerned so that investigations can be carried out. 

Detailed inspections of all premises are made on registration and the Department’s aim is to revisit 
at least once in every twelve months. 

During the year 9 new premises were registered making a total of 217 on the register and 112 premises 
were reinspected. 48 contraventions were found. 
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The following Report was submitted to the Minister of Labour on the Ist February, 1971: 
1. Registration of Premises 


Premises registered under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 numbered 217 at the 
31st December, 1970, showing an increase of 11 over the previous year. The majority of premises 
are, of course, retail shops (63%) with offices (21%) and catering establishments (11 %). 


2. Operation of the General Provisions of the Act 


Few administrative difficulties have arisen during the past year although, owing to staffing changes, 
the frequency of visits to premises has fallen sharply. All plans submitted for Building Regulations 
approval continue to be scrutinised and where possible advice is offered at the planning stage. It is 
evident that architects, etc., are well aware of general requirements under the Act as fewer amend- 
ments are having to be recommended. 

Of the 48 contraventions found during the year most were of a relatively minor nature including 
failure to display Abstract and depleted First Aid Boxes. Ten incidents of unguarded machinery 
were encountered most being the fault of employees. A further 7 cases concerned insufficient lighting 
and obstruction of floors or passages. 

It is standard practice in the Department when premises are visited to remind employers of the 
necessity to notify accidents immediately they occur and during the period under review 5 such notifi- 
cations were received. Investigations were carried out in each case. 

No problems have arisen under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises (Hoists and Lifts) Regula- 
tions of 1968 and it was not found necessary to take Statutory Action during the year under review. 


TABLE A 
REGISTRATIONS AND GENERAL INSPECTIONS 


Number of registered 
Number of Premises Total number of premises receiving 
Class of Premises newly registered registered premises | one or more general 
during the year at end of year inspections during 
the year 


(1) (2) (4) 


Offices 

Retail Shops 

Wholesale Shops, Ware- 
houses 

Catering Establishments 
open to the public, 
Canteens 

Fuel Storage Depots 


Totals 


TABLE B 


NUMBER OF VISITS OF ALL KINDS (INCLUDING GENERAL INSPECTIONS) 
REGISTERED PREMISES its i yverrhle 


40 


TABLE C 


ANALYSIS BY WORKPLACE OR PERSONS EMPLOYED IN REGISTERED 
PREMISES AT END OF YEAR 


Class of Workplace | Number of Persons Employed 
(1) 

Offices 
Retail Shops 
Wholesale Departments, Warehouses 
Catering Establishments open to the Public 
Canteens 
Fuel Storage Depots 


Total 


Total Males 


Total Females 


MEAT INSPECTION 


Three slaughterhouses operate in the Council’s area. Two are owned by retailers and used mainly 
for their own trade whilst the third and larger, besides providing meat for several butchers in the 
area, also exports a limited amount to the London Market. 

All three premises are required to comply with the Slaughterhouses Act 1958 and are inspected 
quarterly by the Divisional Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
In each case they have been adaptations of existing buildings and suitable for the type of trade for 
which they are in use. 

It seems likely that increased slaughtering will take place at the larger premises and this will neces- 
sitate improved facilities and possibly the extension of existing cold storage arrangements. 

A 100% meat inspection service has been maintained since the decentralisation of slaughtering in 
1954 and it is carried out in accordance with Schedule 1 of the Meat Regulations 1963 following which 
carcases are stamped if passed as being fit for human consumption. Although throughput is on the 
increase little overtime has been involved. It was necessary to institute proceedings on one occasion 
for the removal of uninspected and unstamped carcases from the slaughterhouse. A fine of £5 plus 
costs was imposed. 

The Council’s scale of charges for inspection of carcases remain as follows :— 


Bovine Animal i m4 = + ys o =" ee he ns 2/6 
Calf or Pig .. im a Ss ee e 3 a = ue a “A 9d. 
Sheep or Lamb __.... , 6d. 


As shown in Table No. 9 income from this source during 1970 amounted to £202 13s. 6d., and an 
increase of 42% on the previous year’s kill is evident. 

The incidence of diseases and abnormalities shows a decrease in cattle and sheep but a slight increase 
in pigs. Two carcases of beef were found to be infected with cysticercus bovis (representing 0.3%) 
being a decrease on last year’s figures and about in line with the national average. Both were localised 
infections—neither being submitted for treatment by refrigeration. No carcases or organs were 
condemned for Tuberculosis during 1970. 

Thirty-eight specimens from twelve casualty animals were submitted for bacteriological investigation 
but no pathogens were found. In two cases fairly heavy growths of mixed saprophytes were present. 

The Meat (Sterilisation) Regulations 1969 are fully enforced and all meat unfit for human con- 
sumption is sterilised before entering the chain of distribution. 

The advice and assistance of the Public Health Laboratory Service, the Divisional Veterinary 
Officer and the Veterinary Investigation Centre is once again gratefully acknowledged. 
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Animals killed and inspected 


All Diseases Except T.B. 
Whole carcases and offal 
condemned 


Carcases of which some part or 
organ condemned 


°% of number inspected affected 
with disease other than T.B. 


T.B. Only 
Whole carcase and offal 
condemned 


Carcases of which some part or 
organ condemned 


°% of number inspected affected 
with T.B 


Number of Organs or Parts 
Condemned—All Diseases 
Head : a 
Lungs 
Heart 
Liver 
Spleen 
Diaph. 
Kidney 
Stom. 
Mes. .. 
Other 
TOTAL .. 


Cysticercosis 


Cattle 
not 
Cows 


607 
(262) 


67 (40) 
=O 
=O 


20) 


= 


=© 
3 (2) 


85 (45) 


Carcases of which some part or organ was 
2 (2) 


condemned 


Carcases submitted to treatment by 


refrigeration 


Nil (Nil) 


TABLE No. 9 
SUMMARY OF MEAT INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER, 1970 


—() 


=0) 


=) 
— (4 


Calves 


20 
3(-) 


(Figures in brackets refer to comparable figures for 1969) 
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204 
(173) 


8.6% 
(7.8) % 


19 (11) 


20 (48) 
13 (23) 
155 (93) 


4 (1) 


3 (1) 


8 (4) 


3 (1) 


4 (1) 


30 (20) 
259 (203) 


ra) 


(25%) 


=i 


=f) 
as 
aw: 
ta 
es 
—@ 
=) 
= 
= 
— (2) 


Sheep 
Lambs 


1,418 
(632) 


7 
2 (1) 
2(-) 

13 (14) 
20 


iw 


=i 
aie 
2 
1 (5) 
20 (20) 


Income from Meat Inspection 

£ Ss ; S; : 
75.11. 6.65.59) 
91 7 0 (80 O 6) 
35 9 0 CS" 1276) 


TOTAL £202 13 6(£132 18 9) 


Beef 


Pork/Veal 


Mutton 


POULTRY INSPECTION 


Each Inspector in the Department has attended a course on poultry inspection and random checks 
are carried out both at poultry premises in the area and in retail shops. No large scale poultry proces- 
sing companies operate in the area. 

The provisions of the Slaughter of Poultry Act 1967 are enforced as far as is practicable but in the 
absence of compulsory registration of the smaller premises some difficulty is experienced particularly 
at Christmas when much poultry is slaughtered unobserved and uninspected. 

One large consignment of mixed poultry intended for the Christmas trade was the subject of dispute 
between the parties. The delay in handling resulted in 312 head being condemned as unfit and a 
further 69 head were voluntarily surrendered as being unsuitable for sale. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT 1933-58 


Licences to Slaughter Animals Renewed Ed ae A - a aC 6 
New licences issued bh ae a ba oe e Mp a ” Nil 
Total on Register at 31.12.70... 23 = “ie re We ai a 6 


Slaughtering is carried out at only three premises in the area and only 10 persons are now licensed 
to slaughter. 


There are no horse slaughtering establishments or knackers yards. 
The Department is responsible for administering the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) 


Regulations, 1958, which was introduced to prevent suffering to animals awaiting slaughter. It is 
pleasing to again note that no contraventions have been recorded during the year. 


APPENDIX 


FACTORIES ACT, 1961 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31.12.70 


1. INSPECTIONS for the purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections made by Public 
Health Inspectors). 


Number of 
Number © _--—-—————+-—_ 
Premises on Written Occupiers 
Register Inspections Notices Prosecuted 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 


(i) Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 6 are to be enforced by Local 
Authorities 


(ii) Factories not included in (i) in which 
Section 7 is enforced by the Local 
Authority 

(iii) Other Premises in which Section 7 is 
enforced by the Local Authority 
(excluding out-workers’ premises) 


43 


2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found 


Number of Cases in which 
defects were found Number of 

= | cases in which 

Particulars Referred prosecutions 


a were 
To H.M. | By H.M. instituted 
Remedied | Inspector | Inspector 


(1) (3) (4) (5) 


Want of cleanliness (S.1) 
Overcrowding (S.2) 
Unreasonable Temperature (S.3) 
Inadequate Ventilation (S.4) 
Ineffective Drainage of Floors (S.6) 
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7) 
(a) Insufficient 
(b) Unsuitable or Defective 
(c) Not separate for sexes 
Other offences against the Act 
(not including offences relating 
to Out-work) 


OUTWORK 
(Sections 133 and 134) 


Section 133 Section 134 


No. of out- No. of No. of No. of 
workers in cases of prosecu- instances 
Nature of August List default tions for of work in | Notices Prose- 
Work required by | in sending failure to unwhole- Served cutions 
Section 133 lists to supply some 
(1) (c) the Council lists premises 
(2) 


(1) (4) (5) 


Wearing Apparel, 
Making, etc. 

Cleaning and 
Washing 

Making Artificial 
Flowers 


Air 5 


CRAMPTON AND SONS LTD., 
SAWSTON, 
CAMBRIDGE. 
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